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Youths under the Centre for Youth
and Development (CYD) in Mzuzu are
tomorrow set to petition President Peter
Mutharika to implement the new set
of global goals to be adopted later this

month.

Between September 25 and 27,
United Nations (UN) member States
are meeting in New York to adopt the
| new Sustainable Development Goals to
| | succeed the Millennium Development
| | Goals (MDGs) which are expiring at the
end of this year.

3 Briefing journalists in Mzuzu yesterday,

!  CYD executive director James Gondwe
W | observed that Malawi struggled to achieve
a number of MDGs launched in 2000.

He said observed that Malawi made
progress on some MDGs, including those
that targered reducing maternal and child
deaths. .

Said Gondwe: “We are calling
on government to have a clear
implementation plan, developed with
the active participation of ditizens,
especially marginalised groups and local
. communities, including children and
young people.

“As such, we are presenting a petition
to the President which will go through
 the mayor of Mzuzu City.”
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Mzuzu youths to petition APM
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Gondwe: New global goals
must be implemented

000 organisations worldwide calling
global leaders to adopt the new goals,
has lined up a number of activities
to build momentum and pressure
towards adoption, commitments and
implementation of the goals.

If_adopted, these goals could lead to the
eradication of extreme poverty, inequality
and protection from dlimate change. =

http://inspire.nayd.org
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The Network of African Youths for Development (NAYD) maintains an apolitical stance in all its
activities; this is partly because despite a diversity of membership with different political views, we
are brought together by a shared passion for Africa. As such we try to accommodate people into
the network despite their views on other issues politics included. However, we acknowledge that
politics run far and wide in society. Specifically, it influences our daily lives in different ways directly
and indirectly. For this reason in this issue of INSPIRE we will focus on the experiences of youth and
politics in Africa. Yes, an entire issue of politics.

Decisions by people in political office, their actions and commitment to the public service mandate
affect young people in fundamental ways. Development projects, that are meant to benefit youth
or other members of the community, need political commitment from local and national
governments and a political environment that can make them thrive. If policy is effected and
enforced by people in political office and if these policies affect how we as young people live and
how we will live in future, then by all means we have to be as active as we can in politics.

In this issue NAYD brings you experiences of youth in politics. We asked young people to tell us
their reasons for running for political office, their experiences with campaigns, their involvement in
civic education, their reasons for voting and the reasons some don’t vote. Seeing as we are at a very
interesting time in history where digital media has changed how we access information and how we
process it, we also asked where young people meet to discuss politics besides online forums.

This is just a small attempt to capture the experiences of youth and politics in Africa that we hope
makes you re-evaluate your own views and activities in relation to politics. That it ignites a fire to
get out there and be an active citizen. That it gives you, as a youth already active in politics, more
power to raise your voice and actions even higher.

NAYD wishes to appreciate all the young people who sent in articles and stories, generously shared
their experiences with us, and pointed us to other young people we should talk to. Your energy
inspires us. Thank you to the entire NAYD community for starting 2017 with more passion to work
towards youth-led development in Africa. And to the INSPIRE Editorial Team, hats off! It is an
honour working with you.=



Engagement
in Politics

By Kwasi Asiedu Abrokwah
What does politics involve?
olitics  includes  the  activities
associated with governance of a
country or area. Politics can also be
also be defined as activities of
improving status or increasing the
power of an organization. Politics in
the western world is having
democracy, rule of law, and a high degree of gender
equality. Politics of culture is the traditional
orientation of citizen of a nation towards politics,
affecting their perception of political legitimacy.
Politics in African countries is a something different
altogether. It does not include ethics, notions of
democracy, good governance, rule of law and human
rights for the African people. The use of government
power has being the basis of wealth accumulation by
diverting resources meant for development into
personal use.

Why do young people engage in politics? There
are many reasons why youth engage in politics. It is
something young people do not easily relate to it and
yet if you have being a youth worker for any stretch
of time you will understand and see that youth work
in the Politics discourse is small ‘P” and which needs
to be given an expedite concern .

One of the reasons youth engage in politics is
injustice in the legal system and the framework used
to govern organizations and nations. Young people
believe there is injustice in the judicial system where
they expect free and fair justice in line with ethics of
the laws that govern the system. They therefore
resort to engaging in politics by joining a political
organization which believes in upholding justice for
all people regardless of race, colour, sex, ethnicity
and religion.
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Youth also engage in politics when policies and
programs that ought to be in the interest of young
people are not well executed and do not address the
concerns of young people. Young people feel that it
is time for them to take their own destiny into their
hands by fighting for good and better policies and
programs that addresses their concerns.

Why do youth stay away from politics? Young
people do not trust politicians; over the years they
have lost confidence in politicians. This is because
politicians often make juicy and sweet promises
during campaigns. They make promises that are hard
to implement when they assume power of office.
Further, there are many scams and scandals that
politicians are involved in sending negative signals to
young people who start viewing politicians as
untrustworthy and selfish people.

Another reason why youth stay away from politics is
corruption. Corruption has infected politics just as
termites have infected wood and is extensive from
the top most office to the bottom. An incredible
amount of money exchanges hands every day in any
form of government, be it a democratic government,
communist or dictatorship. This is by far the greatest
put off from politics for youth.

Youth are not seen as part of the target segment of
politicians. Political parties have failed to involve
young people in a healthy dialogue and in meaningful
ways. The Politicians themselves belong to a certain
age group and do not connect with youth to gain
their support. Young people feel ignored when their
voices go unheard, become disillusioned and
distance themselves from politics.

Finally a faulty political system also keeps youth away
from politics. A change in government is capable of
bringing development or work to halt; this not only
promotes corruption but also creates a backlog and
delays new projects. The lack of sound legislation and
loopholes in the system makes it hard to prosecute
corrupt officials.

Why are young ©peopl e
Political parties have a youth wing that seeks to
address the concerns of young people and youth
participation in decision making processes. Perhaps
one will want to ask why youth or young people are
exploited or used by Politicians. Politicians have
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come to point where they seek more youth to take
part in governance by giving young people the
chance to understand how governance systems
operate. They form a youth wing in political parties
where youth acquaint themselves with governance
and get to work with people who have being in
government before when their party was in
government.

Politicians also want to give young people the chance
to drive development. They believe young people
can be vehicles of development by using them in the
decision making processes. They often extend their
hands by inviting young people in the process on a
dialogue basis and finding amicable solutions for
development. Young people are often used by
politicians in development in such sectors as
education, health, and job creation.

Finally, Politicians should try to make politics a
creative and exciting career. They must end
corruption in the political system and seal the
loopholes in the legal systems that make it difficult to
prosecute corrupt politicians. They must build trust
by been sincere to the public and keeping their
promises. This way more young people can consider
participating in politics and running for political

office. ®

Dividing

instead of

By Nkema Evelyn Thapeli
outh in Lesotho are more active in
politics during campaigns for elections.
Some get temporary jobs at the election
commission during that time. However,
we are excluded in main decisions for
the development of the country or in

[

issues that concern us. We are bombarded by the
saying "youth are leaders of tomorrow" but little is
done to set the platform for youth.

Some young people have lost interest to vote. |
started voting last year because | felt if | want change
in the existing government, | must show up at the
polling station. The youth that normally benefit in
politics by getting jobs, tenders and other
opportunities are those that support the ruling party
or who are related to some official in government
while the other young people are left out. There are
always controversies with youth journalists and
politics; there is no freedom of speech. In my
opinion, politics is slowly dividing instead of building.

PoliticsinZimbabwe

By Tose Biti
olitics in Zimbabwe! Where do | start?
The prophet who gave people false
hope and ran away? The mass
murders? Disappearing  activists?
Should | just cut to the chase and talk
about our noble leader Mr. R G
Mugabe? Writing this makes me feel as if | am living
in the Harry Potter world, have dared to mention “he
who must not be name&dand | am waiting for my
death strike. Too intense. Let us start on a lighter
note and mention how we have no currency, yes we
do not have money! As an international student from
Zimbabwe my daily limit to withdraw money is $20!
It might take a few months for me to pay rent and
forget about paying tuition on time.

Before we get carried away let me tell you a bit
about my country. | come from Zimbabwe, a
beautiful country on the southern part of Africa with
a population of 16 111 699. Politics aside, it's a
magnificent place to be, the people are amazing, the
food delectable. | grew up in the capital city of
Harare, and having a family that's deep into politics |
guess it rubbed onto me a bit.

On paper my country is a democracy but if | had to
ask the people, they would tell a different story. We
got our independence in 1980, and our current
president has been ruling since 1987. This gives you a
little background on our voting system. He was born
on the 21st of February 1924 meaning he'll be 93 this
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year. The political system of Zimbabwe hasn’t always
been that of corruption and destruction.

We actually used to have our own currency but today
we have bond notes. Let me tell you a little story
about these "bond notes”. Bond notes are just a
medium of exchange with no value; just imagine a
colourful green check that rubs off on your clothes if
it rains. They were first introduced in 2008, by then |
was in form two, | remember because there were no
classes we went to school to play because teachers
were on strike. The economy was bad. We had no
currency, so they introduced the bond notes. Things
got better after 2008 but last year they brought back
this fake money and the exchange rate is 1bond to 1
Us dollar which is what we had been using. My faith
in the government has sunk even lower.

Everything put aside, we still survive as a country. If
you were to walk into Harare you'll be surprised by
what you see, even with no money people still thrive,
the restaurants are still full, people still try their best,
they still look happy, they still go to work, students
still go to school, people still go bungee jumping at
Victoria falls, canoeing at Kariba. This is because they
are two sides of a coin, and we are a strong people
so we thrive and survive and life goes on. If there's
no money there’s still innovation and hope; so we
carry our bond notes around and make it work. =

Politics in Kenya:

Views from a Young

oJAgYo Ji ' By Sam Kamau

Have you ever run for a political office?

| have never run for a political office in Kenya

because of these reasons:

 Most of the politicians in Kenya come from
wealthy royal families whose fathers and
grandfathers are known to be previous leaders
of this country. For example, former chiefs,
mayors, members of parliament and presidents.
Therefore, for you to be a successful politician in
Kenya you must have a similar background.

1 All candidates contesting different elective
positions in the general elections must remit
nomination fees which are not pocket friendly.

L

For example, KSh. 100,000 for presidential
candidate, Ksh.25,000 for county governor, KSh.
25,000 for senate, KSh. 10,000 for MP and KSh.
2,500 for MCA.

 There is a lot of money needed to fund the
campaign and as a youth | can’t afford to raise
such money. We are still in the era where you
must scratch my back for me to scratch yours.
The voter expects a favor in terms of handouts
from the political aspirant and if you don’t give
out handouts then voters don’t consider you as
a serious candidate.

9 The society has not fully embraced the
leadership of youthful leaders. The elderly
people in the society refer to youths as not
skillful and experienced to take political seats.

Do you vote? Yes | do vote.
Do other young people in your social

groups vote? Yes, but majority of them don’t
vote. Most of the young people don’t have voter’s
cards and are not eligible to vote. They consider
collecting voter’s cards and voting as a waste of time.
Some of them have been frustrated by past regimes
to apathy.

What is your experience with

campaigns? In Kenya, campaigns are full of
hatred as the elections day approaches. The leaders
hide behind their tribes. If the leader is attacked, he
claims the whole tribe is being attacked. Most of the
leaders who vie for political seats loot public funds
and use the money to bribe key individuals who are
directly involved in the election process. Tribalism
escalates hence fuelling inter-ethnic conflicts. And at
the end of the day, there is no free and fair election.

How do politicians deal with youth

during campaigns? The politicians mobilize
youth, give them handouts and use them to fuel
violence during campaigns. Some of the youth are
bought cheap liquor that interferes with their
thinking thus making wrong decisions. Cases of voter
bribery are highest among youth since the politicians
take advantage of high unemployment rates amongst
youth. Youth are also promised heaven on earth
which never materializes after the general elections.
Therefore, the youth end up being misused.=



.,\‘_m éf(//(w//? and f/%///lo 0 c,%/m

RunnirIrOfﬁ

By Rosina Dolly

influenced by policy and

economy. People in my
social groups are also active
voters. | am also a youthful
politician who was motivated
to run for political office as a
Member of Parliament due to
my work as a gender activist.
However, | lost the seat to an incumbent.

I am a registered voter and my voting decisions are

What is your experience with campaigns?
It was a difficult one. Politics in Africa is full of money
and gender discrimination. As a young woman
actively involved in governance, | have been exposed
to various positive and negative perceptions by older
people investing in youth in different spheres of
governance. When | was 28 years old, | challenged an
incumbent member of parliament for a seat to
represent my constituency. | quickly found that it
was particularly difficult to contest in a male
dominated election. The strong patriarchal traditions,
gender norms and my age all affected my ability to
win. The age limitation, restrictive cultural norms,
lack of information and lack of confidence among
youth are major deterrents from participating in
governance.

What sort of activities were you involved
in during campaigns? Radio discussion,
community durbar, public debate organized for

aspirant and round table discussion with youth,
women and people living with disability.

How do politicians engage with youth

during campaigns? From my point of view, as a
candidate, | met with them in various platforms, face
to face, during sports events and technologically
through Facebook.

Have you ever attended a civic education
forum in your community? Yes. Before going

||

into politics | was part of the Nation Peer Reviewer of
the National Youth manifesto launch by YES Ghana.
We gathered information from young people all over

Ghanae country on issues of health, education, youth in
iaspora, youth and disability, leisure, employment,

technology, youth sexuality and access to health
facilities.

Do you actively contribute to political

debates online? Yes. 1 am a regular panel

discussant for a foreign online radio station in the
USA called klasik Radidased in Atlanta Georgia.

What do you make of manifestos that
different politicians present to the public

during campaigns? Most of the manifestos are
for winning votes but not doable in terms of
implementation. They give what the people want to
hear but not what their government can offer to the
people. | check what the manifestos promise the
people and debate them on local and international
radio. We can ensure the politicians keep their
promises by checking their work after they are
elected.

Participation
By Scheaffer Okore

Voting Do you vote? Yes

Do other young people in your social groups vote?
Yes and No

What influences how you vote? My desire for change
however small and the fear of having someone |

RARY QU OK224S AYLRAaSR 2y
Do you ever feel pressurized to vote in a certain way
by either family or friends? No.

Campaigns What is your experience with
campaigns? Campaigns, especially political ones, are
very dangerous occurrences especially for women
vying for some kind of political office while they
remain a deceitful playing ground for the men.
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Meanwhile campaigns remain a theatrical showpjanifestos what do you make of manifestos
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: : . : pledges that are forgotten as soon as they are
Do you actively take part in campaigns? Not in uttered

political campaigns but | take part in a lot of Do you take time to go through them? Yes
campaigns that propel the voices of young people igometirres ’

polltlcall processes. | alsaactively engage in Do you question the promises made by politicians?
campaigns that open up more spaces and creatg, ‘=2 & 3 Y Qi K

more room for youth and women in active political
participation because the future is here and youn
people must grab it before they inherit broken states

How do you ensure politicians keep their promises
Ytter being elected? Active citizenship, question
‘authority all the time

What sort of activities are you involved in? L QY L_
of numerous initiatives that facilitate, train and : : : : :
support civic engagement amongst young people>Urvival, Tyrannical, Very interesting, Highly

This is very close to my heart since we must teacifPitalized, Fake democracy, Corrupt, Dishonest,
ourselves that civic education is never about ticking §°mPplicated, Unstructured, Uncertainties, Worse,

ballot paper but is a continusuprocess. The process’ungle game, Pathetic, 1+1=11, Crazy, Greed,

is about answering why they should vote, who they’"Predictable, Dirty. =

should vote for and how they engage her/him during

GKSAN) Sydz2NBd LGQa AYLISNI GAGS .. T2NL. &aidn3 LIS2 LI |
dzy RSNRUGI YR GKIFG @2G4Ay3 R2SayQu 2dzaiu SYyrR + 0 GKS

odzi A G Qa ( Kdticioghaiveyiyizanghip. 2 T YY%out Wealth

How do politicians engage with youth during
campaigns? Politicians engage youth as a commodity
sgK2asS @FftdzS KIayQid oSSy OflFAYSR o0& @& 2edatielma Waéko 0 F
rightful owners. They realize the undeniable power of

young people and make it theagenda to ensure this
power is never harnessed to its full potential by
ONBIlIGAY3a RAGAEAZ2Y | Y2y 3ai
that a united youth, in Kenya and in Africa as a
pK2tS> Aad SOSNER aAy3atsS St

he Communist Manifesto by Karl Max
is an interesting read. Let me give you

2 dZL[l%eKsﬁP\pliﬂedj bR for kovhe v@]d—ﬂ%\)f g
. not have read it, So here,we have a
S N‘:%a%tle X;‘ )c\la%lsé(s,.uA\Ff)rléd%fl%rﬂhat one
. . . day, the working class is going to get
Civic education Have you ever attended a civic

education forum in your community? Yes
What was mainly discussed and who organized the
forum? The impact, organization and realignment of

rid of the bourgeoisie, the overbearing rich, just get
rid of them. Marx was a critic of capitalism. He
believed that it took advantage of the very hard

young people into active political processes working poor class to make profits for the very few
Do you ever meet and discuss politics with your elite. He predicted that what capitalism would result
friends? Allthe time to is a majority working class that is poor and a few
Do you actively contribute to political debates rich people who own everything. And people won't

online? Every time
Do you attend political rallies? No, because they are
about personalities and not about the people

Do other young people in your social groups attend?
Some of them do group. But can we say that we are the same people

be too happy about it, and they would do something
about it. Fact, a majority of the world's wealth is
owned by a fragment of the population: A very small

who want the wealthy to remain in leadership?
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You know one major similarity between President
Donald Trump and President Uhuru Kenyatta is that
their fathers were rich, filthy stinking rich. When
President Kenyatta was campaigning people voted
on the basis that he came from a wealthy
background. There was so much corruption in our
system that if we just put someone who already had
enough, maybe he would be the change we need.
Americans voted Trump because they thought he
does well in business -this can be contested seeing as
about seven of his enterprises have gone bankrupt.
The logic behind voting for him was his success in
business to many. Maybe, he could run the country
like a business and America would make money
again, and be great again.

That is what success means, wealth equals success to

us. Did voting in President Kenyatta reduce
corruption? Absolutely not. We have had more cases
of corruption being revealed, major corruption cases
of amounts that most of the Kenyan population
cannot fathom. The stealing is so extensive we simply
read billions, but if we were to put all the money
stolen in one place at Nyayo Stadium - Kenyans
would gasp. We have not come to the realization -
it's just too much. Is this a foreshadow for America?
Well, we hope not. Trump did mention that out of his
$400,000 salary he asked to be getting paid $1; that's

a step in a different direction. Who knows!

When young people are vying for elective positions;
they are faced with the question of funding.
Campaigns are expensive and most youth don't have
the money. When community members see this they
lose a sense of trust; they can’t trust someone who
barely has enough to take care of themselves. So
much is expected from you, people still come and ask
you for school fees and expect you to pay. Many
young aspirants feel this societal pressure to provide,
so they find a way to get resources, so many lose
everything from school fees, to rent and basic needs.
People will ask you for money before they ask you
what your vision is.

Africa has a unique narrative. We have over

ambitious young leaders who pounce on power and

L

refuse to leave. We have people who got wealthy
through leadership - now they own their countries.
That list of individuals is long. It's almost as though
being president and poor is a taboo. Recently
Jammeh Yahya of ‘The Gambia’ lost an election and
he refused to cede power. After intervention from
ECOWAS he stubbornly steps down and leaves the
country bankrupt by stealing millions of dollars and
buying luxury vehicles before he was exiled.

People fight for leadership because it means access
to wealth. We believe a leader has done well when
they live well- we sneer for a few seconds when we
find out how it was accumulated. They grabbed land
or perhaps an oil well. Then almost overnight we
don't think Karl
capitalists to also be political leaders. When African

forget. | Marx expected rich

leaders enter positions of power they strategically
What
happens when your leader owns your milk, bread,

place themselves in business ventures.
communications, education and healthcare? Making
private businesses thrive so that they benefit and
completely killing the public sector. What happens
when they literally own everything? But still we
continue to vote them in. Our measuring rod is
broken, success is measured with wealth (that is
technically stolen from you) and not service record.

P otitical E wuc f
and Y ettt in | ancsia

By Amal El Fadhel

In Tunisia, and especially after the revolution, the
political environment is open and transparent;
anyone can be a member in a political party. Civil
society and organizations are also free to conduct
activities in the country. This creates a good
environment to address issues and problems in the
community.
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While this is good progress, in most political parties,
the decisions makers are adults. In most parties,
except one or two, young people have no chance to
express their opinions. Very few parties give young
people a chance to be members, make decisions, as
well as listen to their voice and opinion. One such
party is the Afek Tounes, a political party created
after the Tunisian revolution in 2011. In majority of
the political parties, especially big parties like Nidaa
Tounes or Ennhdha, there is no place for youth.

In my point of view, youth are not only excluded
from these political parties by adults but also young
people in Tunisia refuse to participate in the political
activities. This is why some organizations and
associations are working and encouraging young to
be a part of democratic transition in Tunisia and the
political affairs by attending awareness days,
workshops, conferences and other events organized
to motivate young people to be active.

We, therefore, need to create relationships between
young people and political parties which will build
trust and confidence. We need an inclusive society
where human dignity and values are respected for
mutual co-existence. Young people should also
participate in the political affairs. Finally, we must
appreciate humanity and share a collective effort
towards social transformation for sustainable good
of the individual and human rights.




